
LEARNING OBJECTIVE 

Students will be able to analyze information across texts in order  
to describe gender-based violence as a global issue and differentiate  

between its sociocultural, economic, legal, and political aspects.

What IS
gender-based
vIolenCe?

               — and —
why is It considered 
a global problem?
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OVERVIEw

KEY CONCEPTS 

sociocultural – relating to the customs, lifestyles, 
and values that characterize a society or group

economic – relating to the system by which goods 
and services are produced, sold, and bought

legal – based on, or relating to, the law

political – relating to government, policy, decision 
making, and the division of power in a society

Additional vocabulary
intimate partner – a person with whom one  
has a close personal relationship

prevalence – the condition of being common

brothel – a house where men can visit prostitutes

diaspora – African diaspora refers to the commu-
nities throughout the world that have resulted by 
descent from the movement in historic times of 
peoples from Africa, predominantly to the Ameri-
cas and among other areas around the globe.

female genital mutilation or cutting  
(fgm or fgc) – ritual removal of some or all of 
the external female genitalia

export market – “exports” refer to selling goods 
and services produced in the homecountry to 
other markets

Masai – ethnic group inhabiting southern Kenya 
and northern Tanzania

dependency – the state of relying on or being 
controlled by someone or something else

NGO (Non-Governmental Organization) –  
a non-profit that is independent from states  
and international governmental organizations.

private sector – the part of the national economy 
that is not under direct government control

RESOURCES

• Computers or other devices with internet  
and video playback capabilities

• Headphones (optional, but helpful)
• Lesson handouts (3a, 3b)

QUESTIONS

What is gender-based violence (GBV) and why is it  
considered a global problem?

SUPPORTING QUESTIONS

Who is affected by gender-based violence? In what parts of  
the world is it a problem?

What are the causes and effects of gender-based violence? Solutions?

Why is it helpful to consider sociocultural, legal, political,  
and economic factors of gender-based violence?

TAKEAWAYS

Gender-based violence is violence directed against a girl or woman  
primarily because of her gender; it also includes violence that affects 
women and girls disproportionately. gender-based violence is an  
expression of the power inequalities between men and women.

Gender-based violence affects women all over the world from every 
group of people. That being said, women in developing nations, and 
women living in poor communities in developed nations, as well as 
women from racial or ethnic minorities, often have less power than 
more privileged women and are more at-risk.

Gender-based violence is a complex problem with social, cultural, 
economic, legal, and political aspects. Generally speaking, it is caused 
by the interaction of a range of factors at the individual, family, com-
munity, and societal levels. At a basic level, it is enabled in patriarchal 
societies (where men traditionally have more power than women) by the 
notion that women should be controlled by men.

The effects of gender-based violence also impact people at many levels. 
There are direct physical and psychological effects on individuals, 
damage to families and communities, and economic losses that hurt 
entire societies. It is a far-reaching problem that hurts us all, although 
obviously women who experience it are hurt the most. Many thousands 
of women are killed every year across the world in incidents of GBV.

Because GBV is such a complex problem, there is no one single solution. 
A wide range of actions, policies, and programs can help reduce it.  
Cultural values that denigrate or objectify women (and these exist world-
wide) need to be challenged and replaced with more empowering and 
healthy notions that recognize the inherent equality of women.

In this lesson, students explore gender-based violence as a global problem, developing an understanding of its 
causes, effects, and possible solutions by reading texts, watching videos, and analyzing infographics.
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tEacher preP

CONTACT US

Have questions or need help with this lesson? 
Write to us at: ceder-soe@umich.edu

COMMON CORE CONNECTIONS

ccss.ela-literacy.rh.11-12.2
Determine the central ideas or information of a 
primary or secondary source; provide an accurate 
summary that makes clear the relationships among 
the key details and ideas.

ccss.ela-literacy.rh.11-12.7
Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of informa-
tion presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., 
visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order 
to address a question or solve a problem.

HANDOUTS

3a – Infographic Analysis
3b – Bonus Clips Analysis

Additional Resources
Violence Against Women Infographic 
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/gender/downloads/Ch6_VaW_info.pdf

Causes of Gender-Based Violence 
http://www.health-genderviolence.org/guidance-for- 
health-care-professionals-in-strengthening-health-system- 
responses-to-gender-based-vi-0

While this lesson deals less directly with violence and  

trauma, discussing issues of gender-based violence,  

in any way, can trigger very personal issues for some  

participants. Preparation of students and staff, as well as 

communication with parents as appropriate, is advised.

As with other lessons, teachers can include a trigger warning at the  
beginning of this lesson in case there are students who have witnessed 
or experienced gender-based violence and could potentially find the 
activity stressful or upsetting. Students should also be informed of  
resources they can utilize if they need someone to talk to after the  
lesson, such as a school counselor or peer counseling organization.  
As needed, teachers should take a moment at the beginning of the  
activity to explicitly:

Recognize the potentially sensitive topics and material in the lesson.

Acknowledge that this material may make students emotional, and 
express that they are justified in these emotions.

List available school or local resources that students can utilize.

SUGGESTIONS

Students will do some work in cooperative groups, so it can be  
helpful to form those ahead of time.

Preview the videos linked below to make sure you are comfortable  
showing them in your classroom. The bonus clip for Sister Fa focuses  
on female genital mutilation, or female genital cutting, so you may need 
to build some background knowledge and set the tone for a mature  
conversation if students have not yet watched the full documentary.

If internet access is an issue, or if you are concerned about the videos, 
you can do much of this lesson without the bonus clips.

LITTLE STONES EDUCATIONAL TOOLKIT
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DURATION

1 – 3 class periods 

Variable, depending upon if you use videos,  
and how much time you allot for discussion
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LESsoN SequEncE

OPENING ACTIVITY

1   Start the lesson by sharing the statistics on violence against 
women in the squares below. The statistics can also be 

accessed at the link below the images.

http://www.care.org/work/womens-empowerment/violence-against-women

Have students Stop and Jot a personal response to the  
information. What does it make them think? What questions 
do they have?

Invite a couple of students to share their responses (but 
don’t force it) and explain to the students that they are going 
to learn about gender-based violence and why it can be consid-
ered a global problem during this lesson.

Ask students to quickly Turn and Talk with a partner about 
what they think the phrase “global problem” means. When is a 
problem not global, and when is it global? Have a few student 
pairs share their thinking, using probing questions as needed 
to push their thinking.

GUIDED INQUIRY

2   Next, provide students with the Infographic Analysis 
handout (3a) as well as access to the infographic and short 

article about gender-based violence from the United Nations 
stats office: http://unstats.un.org/unsd/gender/downloads/Ch6_VaW_info.pdf 

Explain to the students that they will use the two graphic 
organizers on the handout (What, Who, Where, and Why; and 
Cause and Effect) to pull out key information from the info-
graphic and the article. Depending upon how you structure 
reading in your class, you may choose to have students work 
in groups at the outset, or you may assign them to review the 
materials and take some notes independently.

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE

3 Once students have read the texts and taken some initial 
notes, have them work in small groups to add detail to 

their notes in the graphic organizers. Direct them to share 
and discuss the initial ideas they wrote down as to What, Who, 
Where, and Why, as well as the Cause and Effect of gender-based 
violence and to elaborate their notes as new ideas get shared. 

4 Next, have students Stop and Jot (silent writing for one 
minute) and then Turn and Talk using the prompts below: 

Stop and Jot: Based on the reading you just did, 
what do you think some solutions to gender-based 
violence might be? 

Turn and Talk: Share your thinking with a partner. 
Discuss how your ideas are similar or different. 

Once students have had time to Turn and Talk, ask different 
groupings of students to share their thinking.

5 Next, pass out the Bonus Clips Analysis handouts (3b). 
Review the key concepts and vocabulary with the students. 

Use open-ended questions to check for understanding, or have 
students rephrase the definitions in their own words. 

Each bonus clip has a set of guiding questions. You have 
options as to how students engage with these questions. You 
can have students watch the clips and take notes, or jot down 
ideas right after the clip on individual handouts. Alternatively, 
you might show the clips and have students work in small 

LITTLE STONES EDUCATIONAL TOOLKIT
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LESsoN SequEncE  (continued)

groups to discuss the questions and collaboratively write down 
answers after viewing each clip. Either way, it is important to 
give students some time to talk in small groups, and then to 
have groups report out some of the main ideas they discussed 
with the whole class.

Alternatively, if you have laptops and headphones and 
internet, you might be able to jigsaw the video clips and have 
different groups of students focus in on one clip and then share 
information with the other students.

The main goal is to engage students in the stories of the 
women by focusing them in on the specific problems and 
solutions being discussed, and then having students categorize 
them as either socio-cultural, economic, or legal/political.

Be sure to review each clip with the students by having differ-
ent groups share their thinking about each question and then 
opening up the discussion to the class to see if others want to 
support, extend, or challenge the thinking of their classmates.

REFLECTION

6 After students have watched the clips and discussed the 
questions, they need to pull all of the pieces together and 

reflect on the big picture of all that they have learned about 
gender-based violence. Have students write an Exit Pass in 
response to the reflection question below:

What are the connections between social  
and cultural, economic, legal, and political  
solutions to gender-based violence? 

Why might we need to pull from these  
types of solutions? 

Explain how these different aspects of the problems 
discussed in the movie are connected.

You may choose to open this question up to class discussion 
as well, either at the end of this activity or at the beginning of 
the next one.

If students struggle with these concepts, have a class discus-
sion first to help surface the connections, and then have stu-
dents write. You can refer them back to specific examples in the 
film to make these connections clear as needed. For example, 
the girls from the clip about India can end up in a court system 
that is controlled and run by men who have cultural beliefs that 
girls and women can be treated as property, and these same 
girls are very poor and can not afford quality legal assistance. 
The culture of the society, the legal systems, and the economic 
system are all factors in the problem, so they all need to be 
addressed as part of the solution.

ASSESSMENT

7 The Exit Pass provides an opportunity to assess student 
understanding of some of the big issues tackled in this 

lesson. This can be a formative assessment moment to look 
for patterns in students’ answers to see if the class met your 
learning expectations, or you can turn the prompt into a more 
formalized piece of writing in which students are expected to 
clearly present an argument that is supported with examples 
from the reading and bonus clips.

LITTLE STONES EDUCATIONAL TOOLKIT
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PART ONE 

Use the prompts below to analyze the map and article on gender-based violence from the United Nations.

What is it?

Why is it a problem for everyone?

Who does it affect?

Where does it happen?

Infographic analySis

LITTLE STONES EDUCATIONAL TOOLKIT
LESSON THREE: WHAT IS GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE?

HANDOUT 3A

Gender-
Based

Violence



PART TWO 

In the columns below, list the causes and effects of gender-based violence.

Infographic analysis

LITTLE STONES EDUCATIONAL TOOLKIT
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HANDOUT 3A-1

EFFECTSCAUSES



sociocultural – relating to  
the customs, lifestyles, and  
values that characterize a  
society or group

economic – relating to the  
system by which goods and  
services are produced, sold,  
and bought

legal – based on,  
or relating to, the law

political – relating to govern-
ment, policy, decision making, 
and the division of power in  
a society

You will now watch three bonus feature clips from the movie Little Stones. For each clip, take notes  
in the space provided or on a separate sheet of paper to answer the following questions.

KEY CONCEPTS

Bonus Clips Analysis

LITTLE STONES EDUCATIONAL TOOLKIT
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HANDOUT 3B

Why does a tradition like female genital cutting continue among some families even after they  
leave their home countries and move to countries in Europe, or even to the United States?

Are the solutions discussed more social and cultural, economic, or legal and political? How do you know?

What practices and policies could be helpful in the United States to prevent and stop FGM?

What is the problem discussed in this clip?

What are the solutions discussed?

Bonus Clip: Sister Fa’s Hip-Hop to End European Female Genital Mutilation

https://vimeo.com/driftseed/sisterfa-euro-fgm LITTLE STONES



HANDOUT 3B-2

Bonus Clips analySis  (continued)
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Are the solutions discussed more social and cultural, economic, or legal and political? How do you know?

What social problems make the economic problems discussed in the video even worse?

Why are export markets so important to business women like Jane?

What is the problem discussed in this clip?

What are the solutions discussed?

Bonus Clip: Anna Taylor Learns Maasai Beading

LITTLE STONEShttps://vimeo.com/driftseed/annataylor-maasai



HANDOUT 3B-3

Bonus Clips analySis  (continued)

LITTLE STONES EDUCATIONAL TOOLKIT
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What are the problems with the legal process in India for women and girls who have been victimized?  
Why might their experience with the courts cause new problems?

How is this legal problem also a sociocultural problem?

Do you think issues in legal systems are unique to India? Why or why not?

What is the problem discussed in this clip?

Why would a girl who has escaped human trafficking rather 
return to the brothel than deal with the court system?

Bonus Clip: Sohini Chakraborty Uses Dance to Empower Victims in Court

LITTLE STONEShttps://vimeo.com/driftseed/sohini-court



HANDOUT 3B-4

Bonus Clips analySis  (continued)
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Read the passage below and explain how it connects to the problems discussed in the video clip.

What solutions are offered in this clip to help prepare girls for testifying in court?

Are the solutions discussed more social and cultural, economic, or legal and political? How do you know?

What can we do in the United States to insure justice for the survivors of gender-based violence?

The Twice-Victimized of Sexual Assault by Jane E. Brody
Experts on sexual assault and rape report that even today, 

despite improvements in early sex education and widespread 
publicity about sexual assaults, the overwhelming majority of 
both felony and misdemeanor cases never come to public or 
legal attention.

It is all too easy to see why. More often than not, women who 
bring charges of sexual assault are victims twice over, treated 
by the legal system and sometimes by the news media as lying 
until proved truthful. 

“There is no other crime I can think of where the victim  
is more victimized,” said Rebecca Campbell, a professor of  
psychology at Michigan State University who for 20 years has 
been studying what happens legally and medically to women 
who are raped. “The victim is always on trial. Rape is treated 
very differently than other felonies.”

—The New York Times, December 12, 2011
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/13/health/the-twice-victimized-of-sexual-assault.html


