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This discussion session moves quickly through 

different participation structures. Students do 

some thinking on their own, in pairs, in small 

groups, and then also as a whole group. This is an 

intentional design meant to give all students the 

opportunity to talk at some point and to provide 

them with some space to try out ideas in small 

groups before sharing them with the class.

OPENING ACTIVITY

1   Introduce yourself and distribute the Discussion Guide 
handout (dg). Remind the students that they only have about 

30 (to 45, your decision!) minutes for this activity. Quickly estab-
lish norms by asking everyone to participate, listen, give others 
time to talk, and ask for clarification when needed. 

Your primary responsibility is to monitor time, encourage 
students to talk, ask questions, and move them through the 
steps of the activity. Facilitators should refrain from sharing 
their own views in order to give students time to talk.

GUIDED INQUIRY

2   Ask students to Think, Pair, Share, giving them one minute 
to think about the following questions on their handout: 

Which story impacted you the most and why? 

What did these women all have in common?
 

Next, have them pair up with another student (or two) and 
share their thinking about these questions for three to four 
minutes. Monitor to make sure they are giving each other time 
to share and keep them moving through the activity.

3 Next direct them to form groups of three or four to discuss 
the questions below for about five minutes. Monitor par-

ticipation to make sure that no one is being left out, and that 
no one is dominating discussions. Monitor the time as well. 
Then ask each group to identify one or two important ideas they 
talked about and be ready to share with the whole group.

What did you think about the ways in which  
these women are using art to make change?

Which art forms really caught your attention? Why?

4 Bring the class back together for whole group discussion. 
Have someone from each group share some of their ideas 

and responses from both sets of questions they have discussed. 
Gently cut off people who talk too long. Limit them to about 
30-40 seconds per group. The idea is to get some ideas out in 
the open that now be taken up in whole group conversation.

Ask the students to respond to each other’s ideas by ask-
ing questions, agreeing, extending, or politely challenging. If 
discussion seems slow, try using Think, Pair, Share again where 
students think, talk about a question with a partner, and then 
share their thoughts with the whole group.

The overall idea is to get as many students engaged as pos-
sible and to give them space and time to surface their thinking 
about art and social change.

5Then have students break back into small groups and talk 
about the following questions:

What issue or social problem do you care about?

How can you use art to help make change  
around those issues?

After a few minutes, direct students to take the remaining 
time to think on their own about an issue or social problem that 
they each care about. Ask them to come up with examples of 
images, symbols, or graphics that are associated with this topic, 
along with words, slogans, or phrases connected to this issue. 
They should jot down their ideas on the back of their handout. 
When the time is almost up, get their attention so they can be 
directed to the next activity.

OPTIONAL WORKSHOP

You can move from this discussion into one or both of the  
Little Stones workshops (pp. 119–134) in which students take 
their ideas about social problems and develop graphic arts and 
spoken word pieces in response.
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PART ONE 

Take one to two minutes to think about these questions:

Which story impacted you the most and why?

What did these women all have in common?

Then pair up with another student (or two) and share your
thinking about this question. Talk for three to four minutes,  
giving each other time to share.

PART TWO 

Now form groups of three or four and discuss the questions 
below for about five minutes. Listen to each other respectfully, 
and ask each other for clarification if necessary. Pay attention to 
the time and be sure that no single person does all the talking!

What did you think about the ways in which  
these women are using art to make change?

Which art forms really caught your  
attention and why?

As a group, identify one or two important ideas you talked 
about and be ready to share them with the whole group. 

PART THREE 

Come together as a class. Each small group should quickly 
share a big idea. As groups share, other groups can agree, ask 
for clarification, or respectfully question/challenge an idea.

PART FOUR 

Break back into small groups. Discuss the following questions:

What issue or social problem do you care about? 

What about your society makes you angry?

How can you use art to help make change  
around one of these issues?

analyzing the Film
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OPTIONAL EXTENSION

On your own, think about the issue or social problem that you care about. If you couldn’t speak, how could you express 
your feelings about this problem? What images, symbols, or graphics are associated with this topic? What words, slogans, 
or phrases are connected to this issue? Jot down some ideas on the back of this sheet.


